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Leon Ferrari. Hell, from the /deas for Hells, 2000. Pan with saints.
87,x207%,x 10"/ in. (22 x 52 x 26 cm.). Alicia and Leon Ferrari Collection.
Courtesy: Pan American Art Projects.

When the Argentinean curator Victoria
Noorthoorn, who took part in the presentation

of Leodn Ferrari (Buenos Aires, 1920) in the Venice
Biennale, learned that the artist received the
Golden Lion, she comented: “[...] this is not only a
reward for his career achievements, the sustained
experimental practice over the years and the
confrontation of adverse circumstances, but also a
prize for freedom of expression in our country.”
This statement is more than accurate: if anything
has distinguished Ferrari throughout his long,
prolific career, it is the permanent defense of his
convictions, despite any trouble they might cause
for him. Ferrari's position regarding “Western and
Christian” religion, for instance, is a central theme
in his work, and it has resulted in multiple acts of
censorship against him. Let us just remember the
banning in 1965 of La civilizacién occidental y
cristiana during the Di Tella Award, under the
excuse that it could hurt the religious sensibilities
of workers in the Di Tella Institute.

From his beginnings in the art world around 1955
to the present, using a uniquely personal artistic
language, with controversial proposals, Ferrari
experimented both in abstraction and figuration,
deploying such varied techniques as sculpture,
drawing, painting, photography, collage, and
installation, as well as materials like wood, plaster,
clay, and stainless steel wire, with which he created
refined sculptures.

All this activity in the art world is complemented by
his texts, be it poetry, journalism, and essays on the
role of art and of the artist.

lvonne Pini

(See interview, Birbragher-Pini, page 90)
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L CONVOCATION

28th International Mini Print

Fort Studio Gallery, ADOGI
Cadaqués, Spain

Fort Studio Gallery was founded in
1960 with the aim of contributing with
the expansion of engraving art in all its
specialities. Since 1981 it organizes ev-
ery year the Cadaqués International Mini
Print, in which 7215 artists from 130
countries have participated, whose small
engravings have been exhibited in
spaces around the entire world. In or-
der to collaborate with Fort Studio Gal-
lery the Asociacion Difusora de la Obra
Grafica Internacional -ADOGI, which
organizes jointly this edition of the con-
test, was created.

For the 28th edition of the Mini
Print, each artist must participate with
four works. The images cannot exceed
10 x 10 cms. They must be sent via
certified mail before March 15, 2008.
Ajury of 6 engraving professionals will
deliver 6 awards, all of them in the
same category, which will be repro-
duced in their original size and in full
colour in the catalogue. Each awarded
artist will be invited for an individual
exhibit of their small format work on
the summer of 2009.

Full contest requirements and addi-
tional information on:
www.miniprint.org

PRIZESTAND DISTINCTIONS

. 4 Venice Biennial Awards

Venice, Ttaly
|

The 52 Venice Biennial jury formed
by: llaria Bonocossa, Abdellah Karroum,
llona Blazwick, Manuel Borja-Villel and
José Ignacio Roca, informed the artists
awarded during the biennial.

Argentinian artist Leon Ferrari won the
Golden Lion to the best work of the Inter-
National Exhibit with La civilizacién occi-
- dentaly cristiana (1965). Hungary received
- the Golden Lion to the best national pa-
 Milion, Jordan Emily Jacir was chosen as
'\ the best artist under 40, for a work fo-

€Used on exile in general and in the Pales-
tinian case in particular, the Golden Lion
_ forlifetime achievement award was given
10 Malick Sidibé, from Mali.

René de la Nuez

2007 National Fine Arts Prize
Havana, Cuba

On September 14, René de la Nuez
(1937) received the 2007 National Fine
Arts Prize. He was chosen from six candi-
dates selected by several Cuban institu-
tions. The majority of members of a hefty
jury headed by Pablo Oliva, last year's win-
ner of the same prize, voted for de la Nuez.

Regarded as one of the most important
cartoonists of the twentieth century in
Cuba, René is the first artist who is out-
standing mainly in the field of humorous
cartoon drawing to receive this award.

Every year since 1994, the Cuban
Cultural Ministry awards this National
Prize, through its National Fine Arts
Council to a living Cuban artist residing
on the island for his lifetime body of
work and his overall contribution to the
country’s art history. Solely that, in this
particular instance, the award acknowl-
edges a manifestation of the visual cul-
ture: graphic humor.

This recognition coincided with the fif-
tieth anniversary of de la Nuez's most sig-
nificant cartoon character: e/ Loquito (The
Loony). Although it had a short life span
(1957-1959), it became a milestone of
Cuban cartoon drawing. Other charac-
ters such as E/ Barbudo (The Bearded
One), Mogollén (Slacker), and Don
Cizano (Mr. Troublemaker) demonstrate
the artist's creative ability and his talent
for developing multiple personalities.

This self-taught graphic satirist, who be-
gan publishing his cartoons in 1955, does
not believe humor can be divided by color:
rather than black or white, he believes in
the existence of either good or bad humor.
He has thrived in a diversity of graphic hu-
mor genres: political; editorial; local cus-
toms and manners, personal caricature. ..

With precise, concealed humor, ellipti-
cal and encoded visual language that in-
vites the reader’s complicity, de la Nuez
has collaborated with several national
and international newspapers and maga-
zines. He was Director of the humorous
weekly magazine Pa’lante and is the Cu-
ban visual humorist with the most books
published, with nearly twenty. One of
these, Garabatos, received an honorable
mention at the prestigious Latin-Ameri-
can competition at Casa de las Américas.

Nuez has earned several national and
international humor awards, the most
recent that he received this year at the
Bienal del Toboso in Spain. He has been
a member of jury panels in numerous
competitions such as the International
Humor Biennale held in San Antonio de
los Bafos, his hometown.

A graduate in journalism, René is also
Honorary President of the Cathedra of
Humor at The International Journalism In-
stitute José Marti in Havana and Emeritus
Professor at the Cathedra of Humor at The
University of Alcala de Henares in Spain.

He has also experimented with other
artistic media, painting and collage, and
has pursued national identity themes
from folklore to poetry.

Israel Castellanos Leon

Molaa Award

Art Contest 2007
Long Beach, California

The Museum of Latin American Art
(Molaa) announced the winners of the
Second Juried Art Contest, who were
selected on Sunday, September 30t
2007. A jury of four contemporary art
experts selected the seven final contes-
tants who were competing for US$
50,000 in prices from auctioned works.
Each art piece except the Honor Men-
tion, is now included in Molaa’s perma-
nent collection.

The winners were: Mario Opazo (Co-
lombia) with the digital video Territorio
Fugitivo, Julio César Pena (Cuba) for
Apropiaciones indebidas, Verénica Riedel
(Guatemala) for the series Travesias del
rito: Clockwork Orange and Cadena de
Montanas 1; Ricardo Benaim (Venezuela)
for Billete de cinco condors/Banco Cen-
tral del Céndor, Tristan Reyes Alvarado
(Puerto Rico) for Franchesca en el estudio,
2.1 and Tatiana Parcero (Argentina) for
Reinvencion #25. The Honor Mention
was given to Oliver Krisch (Venezuela) for
the digital photography Reggaeton.

Praemium Imperiale 2007

The Japan Art Association
Miami, FL

The Japan Art Association has appointed
the architect firm that will design the new

ARTNEXUS 67
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